
Cryptocurrency futures and options
FROM THE MARKETPLACE THAT EMPOWERS CRYPTO CONFIDENCE  

Enjoy market leading liquidity and execution flexibility for bitcoin and ether trading, 
and greater capital efficiency in crypto-trading through better price discovery in a 
transparent and CFTC-regulated market.

BY THE NUMBERS

$3.8T
NOTIONAL VOLUME 
SINCE LAUNCH

$14.6B
AVERAGE DAILY  
OPEN INTEREST 

63
CME CF REFERENCES 
RATES & REAL-TIME 
INDICES

$6.8B
AVERAGE DAILY  
VOLUME TRADED

537
INSTITUTIONS 
HOLDING 25+ FUTURES 
Q4 2024 average

42%
VOLUME TRADED 
DURING NON-U.S. 
HOURS

40+
BROKERS AND PLATFORMS  
PROVIDING ACCESS
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CME GROUP BITCOIN & ETHER 
Annual ADV and Average Daily Open Interest
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AVAILABLE FUTURES AND OPTIONS CONTRACTS 
*futures only

•	Bitcoin (BTC)

•	Bitcoin Euro (BTE)*

•	Ether/Bitcoin Ratio 
(EBR)*

•	Ether (ETH)

•	Ether Euro (ETE)*

•	Micro Bitcoin (MBT)

•	Micro Bitcoin Euro  
futures (EBM)* 

•	Micro Ether Euro  
futures (EEM)* 

•	Micro Ether (MET)

•	Bitcoin Friday (BFF)

Open interest (OI) averaged a record of 
$20.8BK contracts per day in Q4 2024 
229K contracts, up 61% vs. Q3 2024.

Trading activity remains robust in 2024 with 
average daily volume (ADV) across our F&O suite 
Exceeding 196.8K contracts in Q4 2024, up 89% vs. Q3 2024.

https://www.cmegroup.com/
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2024 CRYPTOCURRENCY VOLUME TRADED 
Regional Breakout by Hour
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Key features

CFTC-REGULATED TRADING 
VENUE

Promotes transparency, efficient price 
discovery, and helps protect 
participants from manipulation, fraud, 
and illegal trading practices.

AROUND-THE-CLOCK ACCESS

Trade electronically nearly 24 hours a 
day globally on the CME Globex and 
CME ClearPort platforms.

NO DIGITAL WALLET NEEDED

Cryptocurrency futures are index-
based and cash-settled, removing 
the need to directly hold a physical 
position and eliminating cybertheft or 
hacking risk. 

GREATER CAPITAL EFFICIENCY 

Save on potential margin offsets 
across Cryptocurrency futures at 
CME Group.

PROTECTED CUSTOMER FUNDS 
WITHOUT CLAW BACKS 

CME Clearing has financial 
safeguards and leading risk 
management capabilities to protect 
customers against a default. 

SEGREGATED CUSTOMER 
ACCOUNTS

Client positions are kept separate 
and protected against co-mingling 
with other accounts. 

CME Group cryptocurrency products offer deep liquidity across all trading hours. 

CME GROUP CRYPTOCURRENCY 
Volume by Region in 2024

63% N. Americas

26% EMEA

10% Asia-Pacific

1% Greater LATAM

Source: CME Group, as of December 31, 2024



Multiple ways to trade

ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH CME GLOBEX 

•	Available Sunday – Friday 5:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. CT

BI-LATERALLY – AVAILABLE 24/7 (including weekends and most holidays)

•	Basis Trade at Index Close (BTIC): Execute a basis trade relative to the reference price of the underlying CME CF 
Reference Rates.

•	Trading at Settlement (TAS) enables market participants to trade futures at a spread to their underlying daily 
settlement price.

•	Blocks: Flexibility to negotiate price and size directly with a counterparty and clear through the exchange, pursuant to 
Rule 526.

•	Exchange for related position (EFRP): Pursuant to Rule 538, transactions allow two counterparties to simultaneously 
transfer a futures position for an equivalent spot market position or vice versa.

To learn more about CME Group cryptocurrency products, visit cmegroup.com/cryptocurrencies  
or reach out to CryptoProducts@cmegroup.com

Read the latest Cryptocurrency 
Insights Report 

https://www.cmegroup.com/newsletters/quarterly-cryptocurrencies-report/2023-q3-cryptocurrency-recap.html
https://www.cmegroup.com/newsletters/quarterly-cryptocurrencies-report/2023-q3-cryptocurrency-recap.html


cmegroup.com

This communication is not for general distribution in Hong Kong.

CF Benchmarks Ltd., Chicago Mercantile Exchange Inc. (including each of their respective subsidiaries and affiliates), their respective officers, directors, employees, agents, consultants and licensors 
shall not be liable to any person for any losses, damages, costs or expenses (including, but not limited to, loss of profits, loss of use, and direct or indirect, incidental, consequential or punitive 
damages), arising from any errors or inaccuracies made in connection with the calculation or distribution of the CME CF Cryptocurrency Indices. The foregoing limitation of liability shall apply 
whether a claim arises in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability, contribution or otherwise and whether the claim is brought directly or as a third party claim. Furthermore, there is no guarantee 
the continuity of the composition of the CME CF Cryptocurrency Indices, nor the continuity of their calculation, nor the continuity of their dissemination, nor the continuity of their calculation.

Exchange traded derivatives and cleared over-the-counter (“OTC”) derivatives are not suitable for all investors and involve the risk of loss. Exchange traded and OTC derivatives are leveraged 
instruments and because only a percentage of a contract’s value is required to trade, it is possible to lose more than the amount of money initially deposited. This communication does not (within 
the meaning of any applicable legislation) constitute a Prospectus or a public offering of securities; nor is it a recommendation, offer, invitation or solicitation to buy, sell or retain any specific 
investment or service. 

The content in this communication has been compiled by CME Group for general purposes only and is not intended to provide, and should not be construed as advice. It does not take into account 
your objectives, financial situation or needs, and you should obtain appropriate professional advice before acting on or relying on the information set out in this communication. Although every 
attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information within this communication as of the date of publication, CME Group assumes no responsibility for any errors or omissions and will 
not update it. Additionally, all examples and information in this communication are used for explanation purposes only and should not be considered, investment advice, the results of actual 
market experience, or the promotion of any particular products or services.  All matters pertaining to rules and specifications herein are made subject to and superseded by official Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange Inc. (“CME”), the Chicago Board of Trade, Inc. (“CBOT”), the New York Mercantile Exchange, Inc. (“NYMEX”), and the Commodity Exchange, Inc. (“COMEX”) rulebooks or, as 
applicable, the respective Rulebooks of CME Group’s certain other subsidiary trading facilities. Current rules should be consulted in all cases including matters relevant to contract specifications. 

CME Group does not represent that any material or information contained in this communication is appropriate for use or permitted in any jurisdiction or country where such use or distribution 
would be contrary to any applicable law or regulation. This communication has not been reviewed or approved by any regulatory authority and access shall be at the liability of the user.

In Australia, each of Chicago Mercantile Exchange Inc. (ARBN 103 432 391), Board of Trade of the City of Chicago Inc. (ARBN 110 594 459), New York Mercantile Exchange, Inc. (ARBN 113 929 436) 
and Commodity Exchange, Inc. (ARBN 622 016 193) is a registered foreign company in Australia and holds an Australian market licence.

In Hong Kong, CME, CBOT, NYMEX and COMEX are authorized by the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission (the “SFC”) to provide Automated Trading Services (“ATS”) via the CME 
GLOBEX system, and CME is authorized by the SFC to provide ATS via the CME Clearing System, under Part III of the Securities and Futures Ordinance (the “SFO”). 

In Japan, CME has a Foreign Clearing Organisation (FCO) license under the Financial Instruments and Exchange Act of Japan.

In Singapore, CME, CBOT, NYMEX and COMEX are regulated as a recognized market operator and CME is regulated as a recognized clearing house under the Securities and Futures Act (Chapter 
289) (“SFA”). Save as aforesaid, none of the CME Group entities are licensed to carry on regulated activities under the SFA or to provide financial advisory services under the Financial Advisers Act 
(Chapter 110) in Singapore.

None of CME Group entities are registered or licensed to provide, nor does it purport to provide, financial services of any kind in some jurisdictions, including, but not limited to, India, Korea, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, People’s Republic of China, Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam and in any jurisdiction where CME Group is not authorized to do business or where such distribution would 
be contrary to the local laws and regulations. 

You are advised to exercise caution in relation to the information contained herein. If you are in any doubt about any of the contents of this communication, you should obtain independent 
professional advice. 

In Hong Kong, CME Group is not licensed to carry on business in dealing or advising on futures contracts under the SFO. This communication is for distribution in Hong Kong solely to corporations 
licensed by the SFC under Part V or authorized under Part III of the SFO.

In Japan, this communication is for distribution solely to certain qualified sophisticated investors as set forth in the Commodities Futures Act of Japan (Law No. 239 of 1950, as amended) and the 
related rules, as appropriate. Other than that, the information contained in this communication is not directed at any person in Japan and is not intended for marketing or soliciting Japanese 
customers to trade or use any specific CME products or services.

In the Republic of Korea, this communication is for distribution solely to “professional investors” (as defined in Article 9(5) of the Financial Investment Services and Capital Markets Act and related 
rules) in response to a request from such professional investors or through a licensed investment broker.

In the People’s Republic of China, this communication is provided to the reader only and shall not be copied or redistributed within the People’s Republic of China for any other purpose. No 
information contained in this communication constitutes or leads to an offer to provide or sell any financial service or product, a recommendation (express or implied) to take any action in respect 
of any financial product, or any investment advice or market forecast.

This communication is for distribution in Singapore solely to certain institutional investors (such as persons holding a capital markets services licence for trading in futures contracts or exempt from 
such requirements under the SFA), to accredited investors and to expert investors (each as defined in the SFA).

In Vietnam, Vietnam residents may be subject to certain statutory conditions for trading on offshore platforms such as CME, CBOT, NYMEX and COMEX and not all products on CME, CBOT, 
NYMEX and COMEX may be permissible for trading by Vietnam residents. Investors in Vietnam are responsible for ensuring that their trades on CME, CBOT, NYMEX and COMEX are compliant 
with all relevant laws applicable to them.

CME Group, the Globe Logo, CME, Globex, E-Mini, CME Direct, CME DataMine and Chicago Mercantile Exchange are trademarks of Chicago Mercantile Exchange Inc.  CBOT and the Chicago 
Board of Trade are trademarks of the Board of Trade of the City of Chicago, Inc.  NYMEX and ClearPort are trademarks of New York Mercantile Exchange, Inc.  COMEX is a trademark of 
Commodity Exchange, Inc.

BrokerTec Americas LLC (“BAL”) is a registered broker-dealer with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, is a member of the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc. (www.FINRA.org), 
and is a member of the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (www.SIPC.org). BAL does not provide services to private or retail customers.

Certain CME Group subsidiaries are authorised and regulated by regulatory authorities. Certain of those subsidiaries are required to retain records of telephone conversations and other electronic 
communications for a period of 5 to 7 years where required by certain regulation, copies of which are available on request (which may be subject to a fee). For further regulatory information please 
see www.cmegroup.com. 
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