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Holiday giving

Top: CME Group 
employee Lynette 
Stowell volunteers 
as one of Santa’s 
Helpers for the annual 
Children’s Holiday 
Party.

Bottom:  CME Group 
employees, members 
and clearing firm 
employees work 
together to provide a 
delicious Thanksgiving 
meal for the residents 
at the Salvation Army 
Emergency Lodge.



2007 CME Group Annual Charitable Report

page 15

CME GROUP GIVING

UNITED WAY

United Way provides the leadership and resources it takes to help people across 
Chicagoland overcome life’s challenges and become independent. Due to its 
relationships with community leaders and human service experts, the United Way 
has a thorough understanding of community needs. To do our part in meeting 
these needs, CME Group made a corporate gift of $30,000 to the United Way of 
Metropolitan Chicago and engaged our employees by conducting our annual 
employee giving campaign. Approximately 270 employees participated in the  
2007 campaign, pledging over $100,000 in contributions that the United Way will 
leverage to address Chicagoland’s most pressing issues: financial stability, affordable 
housing, educational achievement, crisis support and access to healthcare.  

HOLIDAY GIVING

During the 2007 holiday season, there was a tremendous outpouring of generosity 
from the CME Group community that helped brighten the lives of thousands of 
needy men, women and children throughout Chicago. This extraordinary display  
of goodwill was demonstrated in the following ways:

•	 CME Group collected over $18,000 in cash donations during the 22nd Annual 
Exchanges Holiday Food Drive to benefit the Greater Chicago Food Depository.  
Together with the other Chicago exchanges, CME Group helped provide more 
than 65,000 meals for the tens of thousands of people who rely on the Food 
Depository. 

•	 During the 17th Annual U.S. Marine Corps Toys for Tots Drive, over $10,000 
was collected to buy new toys for deserving children.  

•	 Through the Adopt-a-Family program, the CME Group community fulfilled the 
holiday wishes of 35 families from the House of the Good Shepherd, a shelter 
for victims of domestic violence, and Christopher House, a social service agency 
in Uptown.  
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CME Foundation mission

The CME Foundation was founded in 2001 to provide 

charitable giving that includes disaster relief as well as 

meeting the needs of the Chicagoland community in 

which we live and do business. The CME Foundation 

seeks to provide particular support to three areas of 

concern: children in need, education, and health and 

human services. 

The CME Foundation is fortunate to be aided in  

these endeavors by members of our exchange 

community – members, member firm personnel,  

employees and board members – who want to 

participate in our charitable giving. Thanks to their 

assistance, we are able to make a lasting impact in  

our community and elsewhere.



2007 CME Group Annual Charitable Report

page 17

CME Foundation Charitable Grants  
and Donations 

The CME Foundation is privileged to partner with non-profit organizations 
throughout the Chicagoland area to provide needed services and strengthen local 
communities. By supporting these causes, we are able to help these organizations 
fulfill their mission of creating a brighter future for those they serve: 

Aspire

Better Boys Foundation

BUILD, Inc.

Cabrini Green Tutoring Program

Chicago Communities in Schools

Chicago Foundation for Education

Chicago Public Education Fund

Children First Fund

Children’s Research Triangle

Emergency Fund

Futures and Options for Kids

Girl Scouts of Chicago

Illinois Education Foundation

Inspiration Corporation

Juvenile Protective Association

Midtown Educational Foundation

Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum

Reading in Motion

Special Spectators

Tax Assistance Program

Union League Boys & Girls Clubs

United Way of Metropolitan Chicago

West Side Mentally Retarded Children’s Aid

Youth Guidance

YWCA of Metropolitan Chicago
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CME Foundation
Grant/Donation Guidelines

The CME Foundation considers grant and donation requests related to the 
following three areas of concern: children in need, education, and health and 
human services. Organizations should provide services within the communities 
where we live and do business.

Grant/Donation Guidelines:

•	 All organizations requesting support must be tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

•	 The organization’s activities must relate to one or more of the following areas: 
children in need, education, and health and human services. 

•	 Preference will be given to organizations requesting financial support that are 
concentrated in the Chicago area and other locations in which CME Group and 
its constituencies live and work. 

•	 Preference will be given to project-specific requests that directly address 
community needs.  

Excluded Organizations and Purposes:

The CME Foundation generally does not fund the following:

• 	 Organizations without tax-exempt 
status 

• 	 Exclusionary organizations 

• 	 Private foundations 

• 	 Operating or capital expenses 

• 	 Individuals 

• 	 Political candidates and lobbying 
organizations 

• 	 Religious, fraternal, social or other 
membership organizations providing 
services to their own constituencies 

• 	 Memorials, endowments or multi-
year pledges 

• 	 Fundraising efforts to benefit other 
organizations 

• 		 Fundraising activities related to 
individual sponsorships (e.g., walk-
athons, marathons) 

• 		 Seed money for new organizations 

• 		 Special events such as conferences, 
symposia and sports tournaments 

• 		 Athletic teams 

• 		 Video/film production
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Submitting Funding Requests
General Procedures: 

•	 All contribution requests related to one or more of the CME Foundation’s areas 
of concern will be reviewed and decided upon by the Board of Directors of 
the CME Foundation. Requests will be evaluated on the basis of programs and 
services offered, populations served, quality of management and management 
practices, other corporate support and financial status. 

•	 Formal grant proposals or donation requests must be submitted in writing and 
addressed to:

	 Greg Carroll 
	 Coordinator, Community Relations 
	 CME Foundation 
	 20 S. Wacker Drive   
	 Chicago, Illinois 60606-7499 

•		 The Coordinator, Community Relations is responsible for communicating with 
organizations requesting financial support, informing organizations when 
requests are granted, ensuring that payments are sent in a timely manner, 
keeping records of all contributions and monitoring use of funds as necessary. 

•		 All requests for donations/grants are generally reviewed within 10–12 weeks  
of receipt. 

•		 For more information, log on to www.cmegroup.com/company/foundations. 
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Submitting Funding Requests (continued)

Requests should contain the following:

No more than five pages of narrative including: 

•	 Name, address and telephone of project contact person 

•	 Brief history and description of the organization requesting support 

•	 Geographical breakdown of the communities served 

•	 Specific project summary, including: 

–	 the amount requested and intended use 

–	 target populations and number served 

–	 time schedule for implementation 

–	 description of intended results 

–	 evaluation and measurement criteria 

•		 Proposed project budget and details of fundraising plan, including: 

–	 a list of amounts requested from other organizations 

–	 any existing commitments 

•		 Supporting Documentation (not counted towards the five page limit) including: 

–	 Copy of the organization’s most recent IRS determination letter stating 
501(c)(3) status 

–	 Annual report (if applicable) 

–	 Financial statements 

–	 Board roster, including outside affiliations for the most current year 

–	 Form W-9: Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification 
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Matching Gift

CME Group values the strong, enduring relationships we have cultivated with 
our members and our employees, and we are especially proud to honor their 
involvement in the community. The CME Foundation Matching Gift Program 
provides us with an ongoing opportunity to support charitable causes and 
organizations valued by our members and employees. By joining forces,  
CME Group is able to make a lasting difference in the community. Last year 
alone, the CME Foundation matched over 650 gifts made by employees and CME 
members, totaling over $165,000 in matching funds for non-profit organizations 
across the United States.  

The CME Foundation established the Matching Gift Program in 2004 to give the 
exchange community an important voice in the allocation of its charitable dollars. 
Since that time, the CME Foundation has matched a number of generous gifts to 
diverse causes including disaster relief, children in need, health care, education, 
animal rights and the fine arts. In 2006, the CME Foundation increased the 
maximum limit matched per eligible donor to $1,000 per calendar year with the 
hope that this increase will further encourage charitable giving among our members 
and employees by providing them the opportunity to double the impact of their gifts. 

Avon Foundation 

Blessed Sacrament Youth Center

Bucks for Burn Camp

CFFU Charity Fund

Greater Chicago Food Depository

James P. Lang Scholarship Fund

National Multiple Sclerosis Society

Operation Support Our Troops Illinois

Special Olympics of Illinois

Toys for Tots

Top 10 2007 Matching Gift Recipient Organizations 

(based on number of donors, listed in alphabetical order)
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CBOT Foundation mission

The CBOT Foundation is a private charitable foundation 

established in 1984 by the Chicago Board of Trade. The 

CBOT Foundation awards grants annually to support 

qualified non-profit charitable organizations in the 

metropolitan Chicago area.

Overseeing the CBOT Foundation’s distribution of 

charitable funding is a Board comprised of volunteer 

CBOT members familiar with the needs of Chicagoland 

communities. The goals of the CBOT Foundation 

are to help strengthen educational opportunities, 

promote and protect seniors and children, and support 

animal wildlife and cultural opportunities. More than 

100 organizations have been funded by the CBOT 

Foundation since 2002.  
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The CBOT Foundation Committee meets twice a year and selects organizations  
to receive funding annually. More information, including the foundation guidelines 
and grant application, can be found by logging on to www.cmegroup.com/
company/foundations.

Alzheimer’s Association
Art Therapy Connection
Battlefield Outreach 
Ministry
The Beloved Community 
Big Shoulders Fund
Blessed Sacrament Youth 
Center
Blue Cap Foundation 
Brookfield Zoo
Cabrini-Green Tutoring 
Program
Canavan Research
Cancer Wellness Center
CASA Central
Center for Speech & 
Language Disorders
Cheryl’s Dreaming Big
The Chicago Lighthouse 
Chicago Metro History 
Education Center
Children at the 
Crossroads Foundation
Children’s Memorial 
Hospital
Children’s Oncology 
Services
Children’s Research 
Triangle

Cristo Rey Jesuit High 
School
Elim Christian Services
Gilda’s Club
Glenwood School
Good News Partners
Habilitative Systems, Inc.
Hadley School for the 
Blind
Harmony, Hope & 
Healing
Hephzibah Children’s 
Association
Highsight
House of the Good 
Shepherd
INFANT
J. Kyle Braid Leadership 
Foundation
Jobs for Youth
Juvenile Protective 
Association
Kids’ Club North 
American 
KIPP Ascend Charter 
School
Landmarks Illinois
Leukemia Research 
Foundation

Little Sisters of the Poor
Make-A-Wish Foundation
Midlands Youth 
Foundation
Misercordia Home
New Moms, Inc.
Northwestern Wrestling 
Camps
Pacific Garden Mission
Posse Foundation
Pro Bono Center for 
Disability and Elder Law
Resurrection Project
San Jose Obrero Mission
Santas Anonymous of 
East DuPage, Inc.
Seguin Services
SOS Children’s Villages 
Illinois
Special Olympics
Teen Living Programs
Teen Parent Connection
Union League Club for 
Boys and Girls Clubs
Visitation Scholarship 
Program
West Side Mentally 
Retarded Children’s Aid



CME Group headquarters   	 CME Group global offices

20 South Wacker Drive    
Chicago, Illinois 60606
cmegroup.com

Chicago
312 930 1000
info@cmegroup.com

Sydney
61 2 9231 7475
asiateam@cmegroup.com 

Hong Kong
852 3101 7696
asiateam@cmegroup.com

Tokyo
81 3 5403 4828
asiateam@cmegroup.com

London
44 20 7796 7100
europe@cmegroup.com

Washington D.C.
312 930 1000
info@cmegroup.com




